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Example of landscape gradients with varying forest cover in 
Bavaria, Germany – as published in EEA Report No.3/2008) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are a total of 32 EEA member countries and 
optimally for reporting requirements EEA needs a 
complete coverage of all the member countries. 
The thematic processing was defined as such that 
regional subsets representing the main ecosystem 
regions are produced over the three Phases as 
follows: 

The service case was finalized in different Phases 
and delivered to the EEA every year from 2005-
2009 and the results were well received. The 
products have already been used in e.g. the EEA 
report “European forests – ecosystem conditions 
and sustainable use” (EEA Report No 3/2008).  
The provided information is complementary to 
already existing information at the EEA.  

While the service does fulfill its information 
needs, the EEA has recommended improvements 
relating to the spatial coverage with satellite 
imagery, spatial resolution and accuracy.  

Forest patches per sq.km 

Furthermore the EEA would like to see an expansion of the service to the pan-European area or all EEA member 
countries as a minimum. A repetition of the product with relatively short time spans would allow developing time-
series and change detection products. This would require a high positional accuracy and congruence of GIS raster 
layers for spatial overlays in order to perform time-series analysis. Many of these concerns are addressed in the further 
development of a forest monitoring service in the geoland-2 project. 

The EEA has internally allocated more time to ensure a follow-up of the forest monitoring activities in GSE-FM and 
also for the follow-up in geoland-2 project. The EEA has recommended the service to the European Topic Centre on 
Biological Diversity, EIONET, the European Commission (DG ENV, DG AGRI, DG REGIO) and other biodiversity 
and forest related networks. 

Welcome to the User Session at GSE-FM progress meeting 12! 

Representatives from all GSE FM user organisations are warmly welcome to the user session at the final meeting for 
GSE FM Stage 2. The meeting will be held on the Greek island of Santorini, from 12 to 14 May. The user session is 
scheduled for Tuesday 12th of May, from 16-18 o’clock. 

A look on the future of European forest monitoring 
By Markus Probeck, GAF-AG, Germany and Jo Van Brusselen, European Forest Institute (EFI) 
 
The core components of the forest monitoring services developed in GSE FM have been taken up by the EU-FP7 
GMES project geoland-2 (2008-2012). GAF, Joanneum Research (Austria), VTT (Finland), Metria (Sweden), 
Geoapikonisis (Greece), the EU Joint Research Centre and EFI are developing, testing and demonstrating the future 
forest products within a European Land Monitoring Core Service. A forest/non-forest mask with consistent subset 
layers for forest types (broadleaved, coniferous, mixed and unstocked forest) and forest area change is building on 
GSE FM developments and experience. Responding to gaps identified in GSE FM, an additional forest density layer, 
mapping the trees’ crown cover distribution, will allow adapting the forest maps flexibly to national and international 
forest definitions. This will enable countries to convert national forest area information to be in line with 
international definitions and reporting requirements.  

These forest products are designed for pan-European application within the geoland2 Core Mapping Service (CMS) 
European Land Cover (Euroland).  They constitute the basic inputs for further value-adding by the geoland-2 Core 
Information Services (CIS) and potential Downstream applications. The CIS Forest will provide indicator products of 
trans-national importance to support European environmental policy implementation, i.e. metrices on landscape 
pattern, forest fragmentation, connectivity, etc.  The service specifications are being defined in collaboration with 
national and international forest user organisations. 




